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Polar Park, Here We Come 
CMEMSC and CMED spent a lot of time at Polar Park in 
May and June. For EMS Week, Central Mass EMS decided 
to focus a little extra on our beloved CMED operators. We 
set up an outing for Wednesday, May 21st to take in a 
WooSox® game. Every operator was able to attend while 
Director Dixson manned the CMED radios. Our senior 
operator, Scott Noel was honored for First Responder 
Night and was invited to threw out the first pitch. What an 
exciting and fun night it was! Then after a bunch of 
planning meetings and a tabletop exercise, we 
participated in the full-scale exercise at Polar Park put on 
by the BIDMC Disaster Fellowship. 
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Above: CMED Supervisor David Pederzani and per 
diem operator, Amanda Fiske track patient 
destinations at Operation FASTBALL. Check out more 
pictures on page 2 and 3.

Left: The CMED/CMEMSC crew 
enjoyed perfect weather for a 
WooSox® home game during 
EMS Week.  

http://www.cmemsc.org/
https://www.milb.com/worcester/community/first-responders
https://www.disasterfellowship.org/


 

 

When you plan a large-scale incident, you need a crowd to 
match. More than 100 volunteers participated as victims. 
Most of these victims were moulaged to add some realism to 
the scenario. Last year Central Mass EMS used some grant 
funding to train a dozen people in the region to apply these 
special effects. Tina Dixson, Amanda Fiske and Brandy 
Debarge worked feverishly to apply premade gunshot 
wounds, makeup and fake blood to our “victims” based on 
their patient cards. Diane Flanagan and Jim Dixson were 
recruited as great helpers that kept the process flowing. 

Bottom: BIDMC Disaster Fellowship coordinates the event 
from start to finish. This includes bringing together 
representatives from all aspects of emergency preparedness 
and response to ensure a realistic experience that test local 
plans and benefits responding agencies.  

Paul Shea always does 
a nice job documenting 
emergency scenes as 
well as this exercise. 
You can check out his 
full gallery by clicking 
his logo. 

https://www.disasterfellowship.org/
https://paulshea.zenfolio.com/p610131242?fbclid=IwY2xjawSo_gNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEesnuaELAORt5J4OM34NSOeS7w0UbywrSF-yCSYPeQkn9-n5MrAeLtxqf1gjI_aem_oyBjtWynhyYY7OPAOAI1XQ


 

 
Unfortunately, active shooter incidents are a very 
real probability anywhere crowds gather. 
Operation FASTBALL provided area responders 
with a very realistic scenario to practice the 
unthinkable. Full scale exercises like this are 
meant to stress response plans to find possible 
failure points and challenge and even overwhelm 
responders before their skills are needed in the 
real world.  

If MCI/ASHER training and response interests 
you, why not join our Regional Subcommittee 
meetings this fall? Email Tina to be added to our 
list. You might also want to check out our MCI and 
ASHER classes on our LMS.  

https://cmemsc.org/region-ii-advisory-committee/mass-casualty-incident-planning-committee-minutes
mailto:information@cmemsc.org
https://cmemsc-training.org/


 

 CMED Call of the Month 
This month, a patients constipation complaint 
upgraded to a stab wound to the abdomen after the 
patient attempted to resolve the issue himself. How 
do you think billing would handle “elective c-section 
of a food baby?!?” 

  

 

2026/27 Subcommittee 
Meeting Schedule 
 

The Board of Directors and subcommittees take the 
summer off from regular meetings to avoid the issue 
of quorum during vacation season. Meetings resume 
in September unless an urgent need arises before 
then.  All are welcome at our meetings. They are 
posted on the website. Corporate members can join 
subcommittees as voting members by emailing the 
committee chairs. Meetings are hybrid for 
convenience, though in-person is always encouraged. 
 
Board of Directors 1st Thursday; 4pm 

Medical Services 1st Thursday; 3pm 

Training & Education 1st Thursday; 2pm 

EMS Communications 
& MCI Planning 

3rd Wednesday; 3pm 

Legislative & Community 
Relations 

3rd Wednesday; 4pm 

BDLS - Basic Disaster Life Support class 
University of Massachusetts Chan 
Medical School 
July 14, 2026 
 This course is open to anyone who is interested in 
disasters. There are OEMS credits available.  There is 
pre-course work, and you must pre-register. Use this 
link or the QR code for more information or to register. 
 

ACR: Advanced Cardiac 
Resuscitation Masterclass 
On June 9, 10 and 11th Joe Powell, Chair of the ACR 
Advisory Board and Terry Kehoe from Zoll Medical 
presented an eye-opening class about the underlying 
science and practical application of Advanced Cardiac 
Resuscitation (ACR). Under our current treatment 
guidelines and training, patients have less than a 10% 
survival rate from cardiac arrest without physical or 
cognitive deficits. But there are better ways to utilize the 
latest technology and integrate developing strategies from 
peer reviewed publications, to improve neurologically 
intact survival of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest. If you 
would like to see your OHCA rates improve, whether or 
not you took the class, join us for our September  
Medical Services meeting where 
we will discuss what we can do 
about it! about it!

Tell me, how do 
you always know 
they are repeat 
customers? 

EMS Issues in the News 
The Colorado Court of Appeals’ reversed the convictions 
of two former Aurora Fire Rescue paramedics in the death 
of Elijah McClain. This has reignited debate across our 
profession. It is not the only case like it either. Expressing 
your opinion on social media is not usually very 
productive. You can be heard in a meaningful way though 
at one of our subcommittee meetings this fall though! 

https://cmemsc.org/region-ii-advisory-committee.php
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/basic-disaster-life-support-bdls-7142026-tickets-1986912887934
https://acrmoonshot.com/
https://acrmoonshot.com/
https://cmemsc.org/region-ii-advisory-committee/medical-services-committee-minutes
https://www.ems1.com/legal/colo-court-overturns-homicide-convictions-of-2-paramedics-in-elijah-mcclain-case


 

 

 

 

Commendation 
Letters 
One of our favorite things at Central 
Mass EMS is to recognize 
outstanding achievements from our 
EMS providers. We did this in May at 
our Annual Meeting. Some 
nominations did not make it to the 
nominating committee for one 
reason or another but were still 
exceptional. This year we offered 
letters of commendation to these 
worthy recipients. 

  

 
Coastal Medical Transport Systems was acknowledged for their substantial contributions to EMS in the city of Worcester. Padraig Daly 
was honored for his excellence in education within the company. Paramedic, Peter Kokolski was recognized for his leadership and 
training program development at Groton Fire. Deanne Chase was honored for her professional influence and leadership of new 
paramedics at UMass EMS. The WEMS Peer Support Program was recognized for their support of our providers before, during and 
after critical incidents. 

 

You will find Petey, our famous EMS cat hidden throughout the newsletter, sometimes once but maybe more. If you find 
him, send an email and let us know where you spotted him. There might be a little reward in it for you if you find him! 

mailto:information@cmemsc.org?subject=I%20found%20Petey



